A well-deserved win but we must not get carried away
Headcorn Reserves 1 Bromley Green A 2 (PSF)
By Dave Homewood

In footballing terms we were far superior to a Corn side that lost its discipline a shade when we were 2-0 ahead and looking set for a large score. But let’s give credit to the home team who got stuck in during a scrappy second half and played with more pride as our lack of experience became obvious, allowing ourselves to be distracted from playing our own game and conceding a sloppy goal. 
However, there was enough in a superb first half performance to suggest that, as long as we continue to learn lessons from training and the pre-season schedule, we will hold our own in adult football. After hitting a post on Thursday night from the spot, which may have led to a different outcome, Mani bravely hammered in a penalty after he was hacked down in the box following a flowing Green attack. More great football with Aaron and Fitz involved enabled Mani to beautifully convert number two. Half time saw us comfortable at 2-0.
With debutant Michael Dryland and Martyn Dalby forming a really impressive partnership at the back, Shawn Dadd was only troubled periodically. As is normal in these warm-up affairs we changed personnel and positions to ensure all the lads had a good slice of the action and the Corn came back to 2-1. A bad goal from our point of view and as with Thursday we need to analyse why we conceded at a crucial time of the match – possibly with a more stable line-up and better understanding between the midfield and the back these little aberrations will be eradicated.

We continue to experiment and I believe this in itself is offering the boys a completely new perspective on what football is all about, especially with regard to roles. In just a fortnight I have witnessed Ship grow from a virtual nonentity into a driving force with the potential, once he settles into a regular role, to pull the strings from deep and support the forward movements. The youngest lad, ‘Pedro’, is covered in bruises, scars and blisters and was mauled at times by ogres twice his size but never once thought of complaining. Trust me, he already has ‘Bromley Green’ etched on his forehead! Adam came back to the squad and did well under pressure on the right whilst on the other flank Munch and Tyrone give us natural left-foot options. Up front today we were well served by James, Mani, Reece and Matty and with Kieran to come in [missing today as he couldn’t get released from work] there are so many promising options. 

All in all, the boys are doing great and competition for places will soon be intense as Nicky Bacon should be recovered from illness to play a part on Tuesday night and Eddie Fitzgerald will make his first start. Chris Pearson also returns from holiday but Martyn and Jamie have a training course at work and will probably miss out. The squad for Tuesday will be announced on the website Sunday night.
Whilst the result today is of little consequence in the wider scheme of things, winning has a damn sight better feeling to it than losing! But we must keep our feet on the ground [and the ball more often while I think of it] and seek to keep improving. Well done to all the squad today. Finally, thanks to Jim, Kieran, Alvin, Steve, Mick Jeffery and Nicky for their help and also providing transport.

Green: Shawn Dadd; Adam Jeffery, Martyn Dalby, Michael Dryland, Jamie Hurst, Aaron Neil, Shqipron Ahmetaj, Peter Missing, Ryan Fitzgerald, Tyrone Calveley, Emmanuel Iwuni, James Sloan, Matty Jarvis, Reece Murrell
