Headcorn 1 Bromley Green 4 (PSF) 8 August 2010
By Steve Mailey

Our first outing of the new season took us to Headcorn as we prepare for the new campaign. With five potential regulars missing, it offered the perfect chance for others to stake a claim. This is also a consideration as a similar number serve bans at the start of the new season!

On a day that became warmer and warmer, and on a pitch in serious need of rain, we opted for a slight change in formation to allow for the very narrow limits available to us. I feel it’s fair to say we struggle on pitches that are not too wide and today saw us huff & puff far more than we would normally expect. That said, I was pleased with our first outing, as we controlled virtually the entire game and played some good attractive football at times. 

Although I made no changes during the opening 35 minutes, all 14 players had a good work out and there were many good points to take from the game. Even though we settled the quicker, and began to move the ball around at pace, we still managed to fall behind after some lazy off the ball play. In truth, that was the last real threat we faced, as our back line generally dealt with everything, without being too convincing at times! 
In midfield we were often closed down quickly and made to work hard, yet we had too much quality and movement and ran the midfield with some impressive displays. New boys Danny Barham and Marc Collins had very impressive debuts and they provide me with the experience I highlighted as lacking at the end of last season. The middle options available to me now are vast, and competition for places will now be fierce rather than just hard!
Up top, we saw fellow new boy Steve Harris start his first game. He offers us something we missed last term and he put in a top game today. He was joined at times by Kenny and Rocky, and our movement caused lots of problems. 
Our goals came courtesy of a penalty from Rocky after Kenny was mugged in the area to bring us level. We went in front when Harris latched on to some good approach work to finish at the far post. Second half goals came from Hadlum who reacted well, improvised, and extended the lead. Our fourth came moments from the end when Robbie converted a lob from distance to round off a convincing scoreline.
My only moan – the embarrassing row between three or four players towards the end of the first half – it’s not a good look lads and it needs to stop. The competition will now get tougher, our performance will improve, and there will be five looking to come straight in, so the challenge is there for everyone! MOM will go to Danny Barham, powerful and instrumental in all we did.

C Smith / D Valler / R Smith / T Head / L Smith / M Hadlum / M Collins / 

P Law / D Barham / L Hayles / R Greenfield / T Calverly / S Harris / K Hallett

