Bromley Green 2 Simla 0 [PSF] 
By Steve Mailey

We welcomed Paddock Wood outfit Simla to the Swan ground for our latest preparation game. The visitors had an impressive season last term, so a testing game was expected. 
The withdrawal of Rocky & Barham was disappointing, and would normally undo any pre match plans we’d made, yet the squad is now strong and is able to take a hit that big! With Tom Head also away, it allowed others the chance, and the evidence is clear to all that competition for places is shaping up. Mackett, Allan and L Milton returned to the squad and new signing Matty Collins made his debut.

I asked at the start to focus on what we do as a squad today, and over the coming 3 weeks, rather than the scoreline, as we needed to be ready to hit the ground running in September. We should be sorting out issues and concerns now, as well as using the squad and different formations, so when the serious stuff starts, we all know what we’re doing!

I have to say, with the exception of the opening few moments, I felt we all did our jobs very well. We worked hard individually and as a squad. We stopped Simla finding any time or space and our shape held up well, which underlines the work put in for 70+ minutes. It’s also fair to say, as is often the case this time of year, the final 15 or so minutes were scrappy and uneventful. But the job had been done and I was very pleased with the efforts of all today.
We opened the scoring quite early as Marc Collins struck a teasing set piece in to the box, Mackett will claim the slightest of touches, yet it fooled everyone to drift beyond the keeper. At this point we were dominant, soaking up pressure comfortably, and breaking at pace. We doubled the lead when a good move from the back found Macca, who delivered a precise through ball for Harris to calmly fend off a challenge before lobbing the advancing keeper. There were other chances and the scoreline could have been greater.
As for our input, Craig’s verbal contribution was spot on and he controlled his area well. Our rear guard was solid with good distribution. The middle five were disciplined and got through huge amounts of work. Our front line was a constant threat, popping up everywhere!

Top displays today include Valler at the back, calm yet controlled. Robbie put in an impressive shift before falling to injury again. Pat Law showed great discipline and fitness in front of our defence before he too needed to be replaced. Harris offered strength up top which Simla never quite handled, and Matty Collins chased everything everywhere! There were good displays today, some I haven’t even mentioned, yet MoM will go to debutant Matty Collins, who looked as though he’d played in this team for ages!

Next up are Artois – another big test. The squad will alter again for this one, before I narrow it down for September. With youngsters coming through with obvious potential alongside the talent already available to us, myself and Reserves manager Ian have some tough choices to make!
C Smith / D Valler / R Smith / P Allan / L Smith / G Mackett / Marc Collins / 

P Law / L Milton / Mat Collins / R Greenfield / T Calvelry / S Harris / K Hallett
